
 

Mark schem e  

 

I nternat ional Advanced 

Level in History (WHI 01/ 1B)  

 

Paper 1:  Depth Study with 

I nterpretat ions 

 

Opt ion 1B:  Russia in Revolut ion, 

1881–1917 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Ed ex cel ,  BTEC an d  LCCI  q u al i f i cat ion s 

Edexcel, BTEC and LCCI  qualificat ions are awarded by Pearson, the UK’s largest  awarding 

body offering academ ic and vocat ional qualificat ions that  are globally recognised and 

benchm arked. For further inform at ion, please v isit  our qualificat ion websites at  

www.edexcel.com , www.btec.co.uk or www.lcci.org.uk. Alternat ively, you can get  in touch 

with us using the details on our contact  us page at  www.edexcel.com / contactus 

 

Ab o u t  Pear so n  

Pearson is the world's leading learning com pany, with 40,000 em ployees in m ore than 70 

count ries working to help people of all ages to m ake m easurable progress in their lives 

through learning. We put  the learner at  the cent re of everything we do, because wherever 

learning flourishes, so do people. Find out  m ore about  how we can help you and your 

learners at :  www.pearson.com / uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sum m er 2016 

Publicat ion Code WHI01_1B_1606_MS 

All the m aterial in this publicat ion is copyright  

©  Pearson Educat ion Ltd 2016 



 

Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

• All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  m ark the last  

candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the first .  

• Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be rewarded for  what  

they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according to their 

percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

• All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should 

always award full m arks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award 

zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the m ark 

schem e. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark schem e to a 

candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

• Crossed-out  work should be m arked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev e l  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a 

‘best - fit ’ approach, deciding which level m ost  closely describes the qualit y of the answer. 

Answers can display characterist ics from  m ore than one level, and where this happens 

m arkers m ust  use their professional j udgem ent  to decide which level is m ost  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After  a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the m ark within the level. 

The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a 

level has specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  

guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of m arks available in a level and not  

rest r ict  m arks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or the upper-

m iddle m ark if there is an even num ber of m arks)  and then m ove the m ark up or down to 

find the best  m ark. To do this, they should take into account  how far the answer m eets the 

requirem ents of the level:   

• I f it  m eets the requirem ents fully ,  m arkers should be prepared to award full m arks 

within the level. The top m ark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as 

can realist ically be expected within that  level 

• I f it  only barely  m eets t he requirem ents of the level, m arkers should consider 

awarding m arks at  the bot tom  of the level. The bot tom  m ark in the level is used for 

answers that  are the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

• The m iddle m arks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable m atch to 

the descriptor . This m ight  represent  a balance between som e characterist ics of the 

level that  are fully m et  and others that  are only barely m et .  



 

Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilarit y, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the historical context , 

different  ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted. 

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable m aterial. 

1  1 - 6  • Sim ple or generalised statem ents are m ade about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

• Som e accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

• Judgem ent  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 - 1 2  • Som e understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tem pted by describing som e points 

that  are relevant . 

• Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has im plicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

• A judgem ent  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the criteria for j udgem ent  are left  im plicit .  

3  1 3 - 1 8  • Understanding and som e analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining som e key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

• Knowledge is included to dem onst rate som e understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  m aterial lacks 

range or depth 

• At tem pts are m ade to establish criteria for j udgem ent  on 

the view and to relate the overall judgem ent  to them , 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 - 2 5  • Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

• Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

m eet  m ost  of it s dem ands. 

• Valid criteria by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgem ent . Although som e of the evaluat ions m ay only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall j udgem ent  is supported.  

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the reigns of 

Alexander I I I  and Nicholas I I  were repressive in the years 1881-1903.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Alexander I I I  was deeply suspicious of the direct ion of the reform s of his 

father and the proposed reform s that  m ight  have led to a m ore 

representat ive type of governm ent  were quickly abandoned  

• All police were cent ralised under the cont rol of the Minister of the Inter ior  

• Elected Just ices of the Peace were abolished, ‘Land Captains’ now had 

total cont rol 

• The int roduct ion of m easures to curtail the act ivit ies of revolut ionary 

groups 

• There were widespread at tacks on Jewish set t lem ents and repression of 

nat ionalit ies within the em pire.  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• I nt roduct ion of ‘Land Captains’ could be seen as reform ing and a m easure 

of increased local governm ent  

• The 1886 Poll Tax, paid only by peasants, was abolished  

• The Peasants’ Bank was created to help peasants buy land from  landlords 

• Peasant  representat ion in the zem stva cont inued albeit  at  a reduced level.  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether the creat ion of the 

Dum a was the m ost  im portant  consequence of the 1905 Revolut ion. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The creat ion of the Dum a led to an opportunity for the Tsar to build a 

consensus of support  which m eant  part icipat ion of all classes that  had 

previously been unable to vote  

• The Dum a had the r ight  to oversee the int roduct ion of any law  

• As a consequence of creat ing the Dum a, the Tsar appeared to accept  the 

idea of Cabinet  governm ent  

• The creat ion of the Dum a led to fundam ental civil freedom s being granted 

to the populat ion, e.g. freedom  of conscience, speech, assem bly and 

associat ion. 

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The 1905 Revolut ion dam aged the prest ige of t he ‘royal fam ily’ 

• The 1905 Revolut ion led to st r ikes in St . Petersburg, Moscow, and Warsaw  

• Vot ing for the new Dum a was com plex and it  effect ively lim ited the 

num ber of representat ives from  across the classes 

• Peasant  revolts led to a series of reform s, e.g. abolit ion of redem pt ion 

paym ents.  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m ater ial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the role of t he 

Em press Alexandra was the m ain reason why Rom anov rule ended in 1917.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Em press had becom e unpopular because of her Germ an origins 

• The Em press had chosen to live outside the capital in a palace at  

Tsarskoye Selo and was rem ote from  the public 

• As the Tsar took charge of the war effort  he left  the Em press in charge of 

dom est ic governm ent  and she becam e the focus of discontent  

• There was growing scandal at  the royal court  as rum our surrounded the 

m ysterious figure of Rasput in and the extent  t o which the Em press was 

influenced by him  in her decision m aking. 

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Tsar ’s decision to take personal cont rol of Russia’s war effort  

associated him  with war defeats 

• The harsh winters of 1916-17 m ade fuel shortages even worse and this 

led to dom est ic bakeries closing which led to dom est ic protest   

• I n February 1917 st r ikes and protests ( that  had previously been contained 

by the authorit ies)  broke out  spontaneously involving wom en, m etal 

workers and returning soldiers  

• The Grand Duke’s rej ect ion of the throne led to Rom anov rule ending. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

The candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether the decision to 

cont inue Russia’s involvem ent  in the First  World War was the m ain reason why 

the Provisional Governm ent  was overthrown in October 1917.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Provisional Governm ent  prom ised the Allies that  it  would cont inue to 

support  them  and the war, and fight  for decisive victory, this led to 

protest  and assisted Bolshevik propaganda 

• Soldiers and workers opposed to the cont inuat ion of involvem ent  in the 

war clashed with supporters of the war  

• The ‘Kerensky Offensive’ which aim ed at  increasing support  for the war 

resulted in heavy losses, m ut iny and internal chaos and dam aged the 

Provisional Governm ent  

• As Russia cont inued to suffer as a consequence of the war the Bolshevik 

slogan ‘Bread, Peace and Land’ gained support  and supporters.  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The problem s with dual power underm ined the effect iveness of the 

Provisional Governm ent  

• Discontent  caused by the decision to delay elect ions to the Const ituent  

Assem bly and the failure to address the land quest ion  

• The Provisional Governm ent  failed to lim it  the act ivit ies of workers’ 

com m it tees and this encouraged discontent  and protest  

• Kerensky m ade m istakes that  resulted in the Kornilov plot  

• The Bolsheviks took advantage of Kerensky’s m ishandling of the Kornilov 

plot  and planned a coup. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 

 

 


	International Advanced Level in History (WHI01/1B)
	Paper 1: Depth Study with Interpretations
	Option 1B: Russia in Revolution, 1881–1917

